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It was recognizable that the team was not
in the best shape, like in the summer camp
when we played Korea at home, when we
got to gather for the preparation in training
camp in Poland end of December.

Some of the key-players had been, and some
still are, injured (Kimura, Shida, Agarie)
at the same time it was nice to play less
experienced players like Adam and GK
Sakai. Having Kimura injured gave also a big
shock to us that we did not get Sakai from his
University. We had a big problem in Poland
against Bahrain and Belarus because of lack
of time to make preparation and because of
jetlag (playing only one day after landing
and 3 days after playing in Japan with the
club teams). Players mind did not make
the chance of the attitude and tempo that is
needed to compete on international level.
At the same time it was nice to see young
players step up and get valuable experience.
After a good training camp in Iceland, we
had a nice new years party together at my
house, my family and my team. After that we
played against the Icelandic national team.
First half we did not have a chance (making
only 3 free-throws in all of the game), but
from this point the team started to play a
stronger game and show more character
Step by step the injured players started to
get into better shape and be able to help the
team. Especially in our game against Iceland
B-team.

We went back to Japan for the final
preparation and played a good game against
Bahrain (but lost with one goal). Our
performance was good, but we still have
room to improve. We selected 17 players and
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went to AC in Suwon Korea:

Uzbekistan: In this game we could use all
16 players to give them game-time and find
rhythm for the most important group game.
It was an easy win.

Iran: Iran was in best condition with all
members (7 players playing in European
league) we must be honest and say that they
were stronger than us in both defence and
offence. Our fighting spirit was okay but
we lacked in experience. This loss meant
we were going into a group with the two
strongest team in Asia last 6 years (Bahrain
and Qatar) plus UAE.

Qatar: we played our best game, but only
first half. We showed no fear and played very
bravely but in the beginning we did not have
the same concentration and gave in the end
Qatar an easy win.

UAE: we played a very strong game from
start to end. Having good fighting spirit and
solid team performance. High tempo and
strong defence. We won this game with very
good team play. | was happy for the team
showing such a positive performance. Good
sign for our future work together.

Bahrain: This was now the most important
game for us, like a final. We had a very
good preparation because we already played
against them in the competition and also

DANRFRAIVE  COT—LTIE 16 BDEFLEZRATS
ZEMHR. Feo RUBTIL—TI)—70HEKCAIFTYUX
LZBECENHKRT UTco ABICIRERSBAT S ENT
XU,

AVE A TVERANXYN—TKREICEBATEE LI (7
ZOBERFEHMNI —TICEH), XEICKSDAT VY APT 1
TIVRAFERAED@BEIILETEAETT BRDT 74T 1Y
TJAEV Y NERIFTULUR, LML, BENED TOWEREAT
Ufco COEEIZ. ROTIL—TEICEWT, BECEHT7Y
FOHRT2WEEDLNBZN—L—>YENT—)L. FLTUAE &
BUTI—TIRmbdIezBHUTWE LT,

NI —IVE  BRICE > TRAMN T —LZERTEX U, U
MU, BIFDHTT, BREEBNDZERUVICRBICTL—U
Fllco UNU. BREFBERNS. BIFEEROEFDZR
DIENTET, hY—ILICEFZEZTLELE U

UAEE; : 7'—LDRBENSRDODETETHERWS — LD ERH
TEXUT
BWIFATA VT RAEY Y NEBERF—LINTA—T Y
ATUle NATYRNMDBERT A 7V ABRESNF LT,
F—ARFETHERWF—LATIL—CTZOREBICHENTZEN
TEFE Ul
FMEZDESBRIT 4 TRINT A=YV RERZZ ENH
R, ETHEULNETT, BAOFRICAITFTRW AV %Z
MY ZENTERLEBWVWET,

N=L—2E: CORBRERICE > TREHROLSBEER
T—=LTUf, BRICRS EIREAPR-—ZYRTHEZLTW

ORI E M o H  FHEIRIT

7 - BSINZESS TS AEFIRIT

- ECRTUE BT ILFED - EBEIHE
CBEE=I— - BALFRE CIR—LRTA

- BEN—T 1 — - RSNILVER—= B - BREfREE

- ERE 'S - BiEATE

AMOK

OEFFIRIT o5 A E AIRIT
HBIR  NEFERBEI0SS LT
AVEYT 4TI  BEENBBERICADELTSY

- REIRIT - FHEIRIT - BARR—VEE
CERAR—YEE
CBYIR - BERIT

HREt TEVI - IV5—-T354X
PATRESRINTEE11448 (—1) BARTERS (JATA) ESR

Fit
7105-0003 HR#BXEHIE1-19-3 F2WELILFSF TEL 03-8507-9777 FAX 03-3507-9771

[ ZNEar
T541-0047 ABRMAREKNERE] 4-3-8 ¥4 UEJL7F TEL 06-6203-7999 FAX 06-6203-7991

Enterprise co.,ltd.



B18EIBF7 I 7EFE

in Japan. Both teams knew each other
very well, 1 know the coach also very well
(Gudmundur Gudmundsson Icelandic friend
who already won silver and gold at the
Olympics, coaching Iceland and Denmark).
We played a very strong first half (almost
perfect) then inside of 10 minutes in the start
of the second half we gave away our chance
and Bahrain got into a comfortable situation.
It was very disappointing and we must learn
from this kind of mistakes.

Iran: Again against Iran and the same
situation, strong first half but then a total
blackout in beginning of second half. This
meant that we are in 6th place. Of course
a disappointing results after a hard year of
work. I’'m sorry for the team and all our
staff and fans. But at the same time I’m also
motivated to help the team get stronger and
give them more experience to win this kind
of games. We had some players playing their
first big tournament so this was a big step.

I know we are on the right track and the
team is getting stronger. Can’t wait to see
you at the play-offs, and then start again,
preparation for the training games in Europe
against Holland in April.
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